Metazoan parasites of the red rockfish Sebastes capensis off northern Chile.
The parasites of the red rockfish Sebastes capensis off northern Chile are described quantitatively for the first time and compared with those of congeneric species of the Northern Hemisphere as well as of other Chilean marine fishes. Sixteen species were recorded, including 8 ectoparasites (2 copepods, 2 isopods, 1 turbellarian, and 3 monogeneans) and 8 endoparasites (2 acanthocephalans, 3 digeneans, and 3 nematodes). The ectoparasites Lepeophtheirus chilensis and Caligus cheilodactylus, and the endoparasites Pseudopecoelus sp. and Corynosoma sp. were predominant. Eighty percent of the fishes harbored 3-6 parasite species. Four parasite genera new to the genus Sebastes were found in S. capensis, which also shares several parasite genera with its congeneric species from other geographic areas. However, in contrast to its congeners, S. capensis exhibits a lower helminth species richness, although when all the metazoan fauna is considered the species number and diversity are similar. When compared with other demersal fishes of the Chilean coast, S. capensis shows a high number of species and high parasite abundance. Diphtherostomum sp. and Gnathia sp. are new generic records for the parasite fauna of Chilean coast fishes and the finding of Paramicrocotyle sp., Neobenedenia melleni, and Interniloculus chilensis in this study represents a new geographical record for these parasites.